ANCIENT CITY SITES OF TETTNANG

TETTNANG RECEIVED THE TOWN CHARTER ON 1 DECEMBER 1297.

© New casTLE (NEUES ScHLOSS)

The new castle was built in 1712 by Christoph Gessinger. It was the residence of the
Count of Montfort up to 1720. In 1753 it burnt down and was rebuilt by Jakob Emele
in 1755. The interior decor was created by Anton Feuchtmayer, Johann Georg Dirr
(stucco) and Andreas Brugger (paintings). In 1779/80 the Montfort territory beca-
me a part of Austria and the castle was used as an administrative building. Today
it is the seat of the county court and the notary’s office. In 1979 a museum of the
stately castle and gardens organisation was opened. The castle chapel has been a
Protestant church since 1853.

© FORMER GUARDHOUSES (EHEMALIGE WACHTHAUSER)

Built in 1720 as single-storey guardhouses (architecturally also called »Kavaliers-
héuser«), they came into private ownership and another storey was added to the
houses in the 19th century. Dr. Albert Moll, a physician, local historian and honorary
citizen of Tettnang, lived in the northern house at the end of the 19th century. At
the beginning of the 20th century the Montfort Café was accommodated in the
southern house.

© FORMER »SHOOTING HOUSE» (EHEMALIGES SCHIESSHAUS)

Instead of the summer house, which had burnt down in 1735, the »shooting house«
was built along the western part of the wall of the castle garden. It was opened 15
October 1736.

O FORMER FORESTER'’S LODGE (EHEMALIGES FORSTAUS)

According to the plans of the royal district forestry office Ravensburg, the forester’s
lodge was built as an office and official residence. The adjacent building was used as
stable and coach house. Since 2007 the building has belonged to the town of Tettn-
ang. Today it is the home of the vehicle registration centre, the town gallery and the
office of the local history society.

() BAROQUE HOUSE (BAROCKHAUS)

It is the only preserved late baroque residence in Tettnang from the time of the
Montfort dynasty. It was built in 1775 in a striking corner position next to the cast-
le. Originally, it was probably designed for a court official. Until 1871 a similar cor-
ner house stood at the end of the street. Between these two buildings the former
Count’s riding school was situated until 1872.

O OLD cASTLE /TOWN HALL (ALTES ScHLOSS)

Built by Michael Kuen, who was a master builder from Vorarlberg, during the time
of Count Johann X of Montfort-Tettnang (*1627 11686) in 1667. Rebuilt in 1904 to
become the town hall, owned by the town of Tettnang. Above the door you can find
the alliance coat of arms of Johann X (middle) with his wives Maria Anna Eusebia von
Konigsegg-Aulendorf (left) and Maria Anna Katharina von Sulz (right).

© 57 GEORGE CHAPEL (ST. GEORGS-KAPELLE)

The first building mentioned in 1416 was destroyed during the Thirty Years’ War. It
had probably been used by Count Montfort as a chapel. Count Johann X of Montfort
had the master-builder Heinrich Bader rebuild the chapel in 1682. The high altar was
taken from the castle chapel, which was secularised in 1828.

Q FORMER MIDDLE MILL (EHEMALIGE MITTELMUHLE)

In the mid-16th century the mill was mentioned as the most recent of three mills in
Tettnang. First it was called the »Grubmiihlex, later in the 17th century the »Kopf-
miihle«. The mill was always privately owned. The last miller Albert Fugel ran the
mill until 1972. It was pulled down in 1980 and replaced with a new building.

© FoRMER "MONTFORTISCHES« OFFICIAL BUILDING

(EHEM. MONTFORTISCHES AMTSHAUS)

Builtin 1688, the similarity to the old castle suggests the same builder Michael Kuen.
Aremarkable detail: the roof ridge ventilation similar to that of the old castle’s gab-
le, disguised by the Count’s coat of arms and the Montfort flag. The Bueble family
has owned this building since 1837.

@ FirsT scHOOL HOUSE IN TETTNANG (ERSTES TETTNANGER SCHULHAUS)

From 1570 until 1783 there was a German school on the ground floor and a flat for the
teacher on the first floor. In 1730 another storey was added for the organist. After the
introduction of compulsory education the school was relocated to the gate castle
building in 1783.

@ RESTAURANT BRUNNLE, FORMER »WACHT AM RHEIN«
Constructed in the 16th century, this building is one of the few which survived the
town fire in 1633. In the 18th century it housed a butchery. In 1872 a restaurant ope-
ned for the first time, called »Wacht am Rhein«, which was run until 2003. Since
2003 it has accommodated the restaurant »Briinnle«.

@ Gate casTLe (TORscHLOSS)

In spite of its name, this building has never been a castle. The oldest parts of the
city fortification were built in the 13th century. In 1464, the tower was added to the
fortification. »Landschreiber« Leuthold bought it in 1569 and made some building
alterations. In 1629, the Montfort family bought it back and extended the left wing
of the building. By 1783 it was a school house. Today it is the home of the municipal
archive, the Montfort museum, and the electronics museum. Also the clubroom of
the local historic carnival society (Narrenzunft Tettnang) can be found here.

® CRESTSTONE FROM OBERHOF (WAPPENSTEIN VOM OBERHOF)

This is the alliance crest stone of Montfort and Thun from the former manor (Guts-
hof) Oberhof in 1720, which the Count of Montfort had bought in 1694. Referring to
the year 1720, the inscription A:G:Z:M:1720:MA:G:V:T: points to the builders Count
Anton Montfort and Count Maria Anna Thun.

@ THE CHAPEL OF THE HoLy Cross (HEILIG-KREUZ-KAPELLE)
The chapel was built by Mr. Leuthold, who was the owner of the gate castle at that

time. In the fresco on the eastern wall you can see the coat of arms of the town and
of Count Ulrich IX Montfort (t1574) and his wife Ursula, neé Solms-Licht. The chapel
was used as a detention cell from 1784 until 1945. That is why in the past naughty
children in Tettnang were told, »If you are not a good child, you’ll be sent to the
chapel«.

© THEe CRowN INN (GASTHOF KRONE)

1290-1787

For five centuries Tettnang was the residence of the glorious Counts of Montfort.
Their last descendant died in this house in 1787.

® THE GoLDEN WHEEL INN (HoTEL RAD)

In 1585 it was already called the »The Golden Wheel Inn«. Between 1680 and 1858 it
was a post office. The building was destroyed by a fire on 16 April 1974 and rebuilt
afterwards. It was reopened on 25 April 1975. Since 1921 it has been owned by the
Eberhardt family.

@ THE BEAR INN (GASTHAUS BAREN)

Around 1580, this building was called »Black Bear Inn« (»Schwarzer Baren). At that
time it was located at a crossing point of the old post roads to Ravensburg, Lindau,
Wangen and Buchhorn (today Friedrichshafen). Since 1834 it has been owned by the
Forster family and above the entrance you can see the Forster family coat of arms.

® ForMER »THE CROSS INN« (GAsTHAUS KREUZ)

The former Cross Inn was a traditional inn located on the old post road to Ravens-
burg in 1686. The present design with the classical door was added during renovati-
on (probably in 1879).

@ ParisH cHURCH ST. GALLUS

First mentioned in 1246. The laying of the foundation stone was in 1467. The pointed
gothic top of the tower was replaced by today’s baroque attachment after the fire
in 1705. After pulling down the main aisle and reconstruction in 1858, it was conse-
crated in 1860. The church was badly damaged after the bomb attack on Tettnang
on 16 March, 1944. In 1990/91 the church was renovated and redesigned by Helmut
Lutz, an artist from Breisach.

D swiss House (SCHWEIZERHAUS)

Owing to the remarkable construction from wood and its architecture, the building
was named the »Swiss House« (Schweizerhaus) .It was built for Dr. Constantin Lo-
cher, who was a veterinarian and founder of the »crate factory Locher« and his son
Franz.

@ FORMER CEMETERY CHAPEL (EHEM. FRIEDHOFSKAPELLE)

Aneo-gothic cemetery chapel from1891.In 1937 it was rebuilt and became a mortua-
ry.In1970 it was renovated. After the new cemetery had been laid out, the old ceme-
tery chapel became a war memorial. The window was made by the art master Jupp
Eisele, the candle holder and the portal were made by art studio Kober of Tettnang.

@ LoRETO CHAPEL (LORETOKAPELLE)

The chapel was founded by Countess Johanna Euphrosina of Montfort, neé of Wald-
burg-Wolfegg, because of a vow in 1624. The building is a copy of Santa Casa in the
place of pilgrimage in Loreto, Italy. In 1627 it was consecrated and donated to the
rosary brotherhood (Rosenkranzbruderschaft). The chaplaincy was added in 1738.
The gallery with north western frontage is from 1902. The chapel was a place of
pilgrimage until World War II.

€ FormER HosPITAL (EHEM. OBERAMTSKRANKENHAUS)

Built between 1884 —1886 by the internationally acknowledged architect Otto Ta-
fel (*1838 t1914) from Stuttgart. It was the centre piece of architecturally advanced
hospital buildings of the 19th century. In 1993 it was completely restored. Today it
houses the Tettnang music school and a primary school.

@ St.JOHN CHAPEL (ST. JOHANN-KAPELLE)

Former location of the oldest chapel in Tettnang. It was first mentioned in 1364,
when Count Heinrich IV of Montfort and the citizens of Tettnang founded the cha-
pel. In 1627 the ruined chapel was rebuilt due to a vow made by Count Hugo XVII
after the birth of his son and heir. During the Thirty Years’ War this building was
destroyed. The chapel you can see today is an early baroque building from 1659. Im-
portant vicars of the chapel were Michael von Jung and Adolf Aich.

D FORMER INFIRMARY ( EHEM. SPITAL/ KAPLANEIHAUS)

The infirmary, established by the town in1489, was relocated to this building in 1729.
It was a retirement home as well as a hostel for sick travellers. After the establish-
ment of the hospital in 1886, it became a maternity ward and was in use until the
end of the 1950s, when it became a retirement home until 1972. The vicars of St John
never lived in this building despite its name.

D St. ANNA CHAPEL (ST. ANNA-KAPELLE)

The chapel is the oldest sacral building in town. It was founded and well provided by
Count Ulrich VII of Montfort and Magdalena, neé of Ottingen, who hoped to have
a male heir. The ribbed vaulting and the gallery are remarkable. In the 19th century
the chapel became rundown and was used as barn and stable. There were extensive
restorations in 1949/52 and 1971. The chapel was consecrated again in 1952.

@ FORMER LEPER INFIRMARY (EHEM. LEPROSENHAUS)

As early as in 1482, this building was already an infirmary. At that time people who
suffered from incurable diseases, like leprosy or the plague were accommodated
here far away from the town centre. The present building stems from the 17th centu-
ry. It has been the home for the sacristan since 1730. The formerly attached restau-
rant, barn and stable do not exist anymore.
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